
 June 15, 2006 
 
The Honorable U. S. Representative Steve Buyer, 
 
     I am writing to request that you participate together with me in a series of public 
forums on the issues of veterans’ benefits and military deployments.  I propose that 
members of the media and veterans be responsible for posing the questions. 
     There are two conditions necessary for an electoral democracy to thrive.  The first is 
authentic choices between candidates.  The second is an electorate that is educated about 
the choices that face them.  Political campaigns that are based almost exclusively on 
purchased access to the media (television, radio and newspaper advertisements) or 
organized mailings and telephone blitzes are detrimental to the fulfillment of those 
conditions. 
      One of the most fair and effective means for information on the candidates and their 
positions on the issues to reach the voters is a public forum.  Such forums allow the 
candidates to present themselves and their positions on the issues directly to the public.  
The contrasts between the candidates and between their stands are effectively displayed.  
The candidates also have the opportunity to address each other directly.  
      Many of your constituents have shared with me the difficulties they have had in 
scheduling a meeting with you.  It seems that the reason given by your staff is that your 
schedule is constructed months in advance.  It therefore seems prudent to discuss now 
dates for forums before the election. 
      In the 2004 campaign you refused repeated invitations from the media and myself to 
participate in forums.  You only agreed to a forum at the last second of the campaign at a 
time when it would be inconvenient for most people to attend and where only high-school 
students could ask questions.  The questions were excellent, but many people did wonder 
why you were afraid to face a more representative cross-section of voters.  In addition, 
this is a large district, and a series of forums distributed across the district would be more 
valuable to the voters.  I believe so strongly in the importance of these forums that I am 
willing to allow you to read once again from a loose-leaf notebook prepared by your staff 
when you are answering questions as you did in 2004. 
     It is clear that the willingness of a candidate to share his views in such a forum is a 
good measure of his commitment to serve his constituents.  I look forward to your 
response in the near future. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David Sanders 
Democratic candidate for U. S. Representative 
4th Congressional District of the State of Indiana 
324 Jefferson Drive 
West Lafayette, IN   47906 
765-743-8580 


